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1. At the beginning of Chapter 18 a mighty angel with great authority 

shouts: 

“Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!” 

In order to understand what exactly has fallen, we need to understand 

the woman and the Beast she rides on. 

2. Some have interpreted Beast to be the Roman empire, or Nero in 

particular. The seven kings would then be seven Roman emperors. 

With the eighth king that is “of the seven” being a reincarnated Nero. 

There are a number of problems with this interpretation though. 

 

a. There were more than seven Roman emperors. 

b. There were nine leading up to the time when Revelation is 

estimated to have been written. 

c. There were 5 centuries worth of emperors before the fall of the 

empire, and still no Antichrist. 

d. Rome isn’t the only city said to be built on seven hills. 

e. Nero was never reincarnated. 

f. In order to make things fit some have simply omitted the reigns 

of emperors Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 

g. It is inconsistent with Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 

 

3. The interpretation we have talked about most is that the Beast is an 

underlying geopolitical/economic system and that the seven heads are 

seven historical kingdoms or empires. The woman Babylon the Great 

would then be an overarching religious/economic system that has 

ridden on (guided) world politics for millennia. This interpretation is: 

 

a. More consistent with Daniel 7 and Revelation 13. 



b. Is not dependent on exactly when the book was written. 

 

4. In verse 3 we learn that the Babylon has made nations rich. How? 

 

5. Verse 10 tells us that the whole Babylonian system will suffer an 

economic collapse, and it will happen very quickly. How might that 

happen? Verses 11-13 provide some clues. 

 

6. Who is the Beast? The Beast is not Satan. Satan is referred to as 

the Dragon. Remember creatures with seven heads in Daniel 7 and 

Revelation 13 are referred to as “beasts”, not “dragons”. 

 

a. The beast coming up out of the abyss in Chapter 9 is called 

Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon. Could be the Roman God 

Apollo. Interestingly, the symbol for the Cult of Apollo was the 

Locust! Revisit Chapter 9. 

b. One of Satan’s high-ranking demons? 

c. Perhaps this Beast had been locked up in the Abyss at some 

time in the past, not to be released until after the fifth Trumpet 

sounds (Chapter 9). That would explain why Chapter 17 states 

twice that the Beast “once was, now is not, yet will come”. He 

“now is not” because he is in the Abyss and not able to roam the 

Earth. 

 

7. Since the Seven heads has a dual meaning, what could it mean that 

the woman is sitting on seven hills? A number of Cities are said to 

have been built on seven hills. Could any of these cities fit the 

description of Babylon? 

 

a. Seven Hills of Jerusalem? Jerusalem's seven hills are Mount 

Scopus, Mount Olivet and the Mount of Corruption (all three are 

peaks in a mountain ridge that lies east of the Old City), Mount 

Ophel, the original Mount Zion, the New Mount Zion and the hill 

on which the Antonia Fortress was built. 

b. Seven Hills of Rome? The original city of Romulus was built 

upon Palatine Hill (Latin: Mons Palatinus). The other hills are 

the Capitoline, Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian, 

and Aventine (known respectively in Latin as the Mons 

Capitolinus, Mons Quirinalis, Mons Viminalis, 

Mons Esquilinus, Mons Caelius, and Mons Aventinus) 

c. Washington D.C.? Built on Capitol Hill, Meridian Hill, Floral Hills, 

Forest Hills, Hillbrook, Hillcrest, and Knox Hill. 

 



8. If the ten horns mentioned in Chapter 13 and 17 are the same as 

those mentioned in Daniel 7, three of them will be subsumed by a 

little horn speaking great things. 

 

a. According to Chapter 17 what is the sole purpose of the horns? 

b. How might the Little Horn fit in? 

 

9. How do we know the destruction of Babylon is permanent? (Glance 

at Chapter 19) 


