
As you are probably aware, many Ohioans have recently learned that their 
information has been used to file a fraudulent unemployment claim.  In the event a 
member of our church family finds themselves a victim, the following steps should be 
followed: 
 

Contact ODJFS immediately. You can report the unemployment identity theft by 
completing ODJFS’ online form here or by going to: 
https://unemploymenthelp.ohio.gov/ clicking on the red REPORT IDENTITY THEFT 
button and filling out the form there. 
Check your credit report at www.AnnualCreditReport.com or by calling 877-322-8228. 
A credit report will show all credit-related accounts currently open in your name, such 
as mortgages, credit cards, and car loans. Credit reports are free through April 2021, 
and then you are entitled to one free credit report per year after that date. Look for 
accounts and inquiries that you do not recognize. If you find accounts that you do not 
recognize on your credit report, contact Consumer Protection. 
 

Go to the IRS website and request a PIN for tax filing: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/all-taxpayers-now-eligible-for-identity-protection-
pins. A point of clarification regarding the PIN: ODJFS is issuing the tax form 1099-G, 
which is what will tip you off that you have been the victim of unemployment ID theft. 
This is also an indication that your identifiers have likely been compromised in some 
manner. But this DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN that you have been a victim of tax ID 
theft, in which someone files taxes in your name. As of about two weeks ago, the IRS 
began issuing Identity Protection PINS. The IP PINS create a barrier to filing taxes in 
that you or your preparer cannot file taxes without the IP PIN. This is to protect 
against Tax ID Theft so that, for example, you cannot file taxes under my identifiers 
and take my tax return. The IP PIN should be viewed similarly to any other credit 
protection – a security freeze, initial fraud alert, etc. – because it is one additional way 
to guard your identity. 
 

Consider placing an Initial Fraud Alert on your credit report.  A fraud alert makes it 
harder for an identity thief to open credit accounts in your name and lasts for one 
year. You need to contact only one of the following credit reporting agencies to place 
an Initial Fraud Alert, as that company will share the information with the other two: 
Experian, www.experian.com/fraud (888-397-3742); Equifax, www.equifax.com (800-
525-6285); or Transunion, www.transunion.com (800-680-7289). There is no charge to 
place an initial fraud alert. 
 

Consider placing a permanent Security Freeze on your credit report by calling all three 
of the major credit reporting agencies listed above. A security freeze will prevent 
others from opening credit in your name; a freeze is free to place and is permanent. 
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