
"IT WAS GOD" 
II Kings 5:9-15 

 
 
This is the story of Naama, a Syrian soldier who was a Captain in the Syrian Army.   He was accomplished and 
had captured the attention of his king and the people and of God.  Naaman was a Leper. 
 
Pastor starts by giving us a little background history between Syria and Israel.  The two had a very complicated 
and complex relationship.  Syria was an enemy of the Children of Israel, but in spite of that, there were times 
that the Children of Israel would call upon the Syrians to aid them in battle.  We find God, many times, using 
the enemies of the Children of Israel to discipline, correct or chastise Israel to teach them He is still God. 
 
Now Naaman had a captive Israelite  girl who attended Naaman's wife.  She told her of the Prophet in Israel 
that could heal Naaman.  Naaman had the king of Syria send a letter to the king of Israel asking that this be 
made so.  The king of Israel felt it to be a trap, but  when Elisha heard the news, he instructed Naaman to 
come to his house.  Now when Naaman came to Elisha's house , he came with his company which surrounded 
Elisha's house.  It was not to attack but as Pastor puts it "That's just how he rolled.  Elisha sent out a servant 
who did not follow the usual salutations or protocol, but instead gave Naaman Elisha's instructions.  The 
messenger told Naaman to go to the Jordan river and dip himself seven times and he would be clean. 
 
Upon hearing this from the messenger, Naaman became upset, enraged and wrouthed. Why was Naaman 
upset? We must understand, Naaman was upset and angry because he was disappointed.  Disappointment 
comes from unrealized expectations.  Whenever we become disappointed, there are unrealistic expectations.   
Disappointment when we expect things to happen a certain way unrealistically.  Sometimes we miss our 
blessing because we expected it in a certain way but God sent it in a different way.  Sometimes we miss our 
miracle because it does not come in the shape that we expected it to come, but it comes the way God sent it.   
 
We find that Naaman was disappointed as noted in the text, the 11th verse.  He felt Elisha should have come 
out to him.  He was furious, he felt disrespected because he had come such a long way.  Not only did the 
Prophet not come out personally, but he sent a lowly messenger and the messenger did not greet him using 
the proper protocol, but he went straight to the message.  It was not the message Naaman was expecting.  
First of all, he was upset that Elisha did not come personally; the second thing that upset Naaman was that 
Elisha did not come out and call upon the Name of his God.  Apparently, Naaman was expecting Elisha to come 
out and stretch his hands up to heaven and call upon the Name of God.  The third thing that upset Naaman 
was that he was expecting some kind of a ceremony to be performed by the Man of God, the Prophet.  He 
expected a great ceremony; he expected a great performance in the Name of God.  So, how is it that he was 
told to go to this raggedy, dirty, filthy river, Jordan.  Naaman felt he could have stayed in Syria and dipped in 
the rivers there; where the waters of Syria not cleaner than this?  
 
We must understand, God may not come in the form you want Him to come. He may not come when you 
want Him to come.  But understand, God is always on time.  God knows exactly what we need and when we 
need it.  So the question becomes, why is it that Elisha did not come out himself?  Why is it that Elisha sent a 
messenger? Is it possible that Elisha understood if he had come out then Naaman would have thought it was 
Elisha who healed him; if Elisha had walked him down to the river, then Naaman would have thought it was 
the river that healed him; if he would have come out and walked him down, then Naaman would have taken it 
upon himself to give Elisha the glory. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
But, Elisha understood that he had no power within himself.  If any miracle were going to take place it had to 
come from God, Himself.  So Elisha had enough sense to send him on his way for himself.  Understanding, 
when a miracle takes place in our life, we are responsible to take action for ourselves.  Before any blessings 
come, before any miracle happens, God requires us to take action.  Elisha was empowering Naaman so that 
first, of all, Naaman would be required to have faith in the Word of God.  Elisha spoke if it were going to 
happen, Naaman would have to have faith and believe that God is able to perform.  Not only was he 
responsible for having faith but he was responsible for being obedient.  How many blessings, how many 
miracles have we missed because we fail to be obedient to the Word of God?   
 
God says trust me, but we question him; God says believe in me, but we failed to believe in Him; God says 
move but we stay right where we were; God says go left but we went right; God says go up but we went 
down.  How many times have we missed our miracle simply because we fail to be obedient to the word of 
God. 
 
Here it is that Elisha was instructing and teaching Naaman that if you want God to move on your behalf, you 
have a responsibility.  The Bible says Naaman became upset because he was disappointed in the response of 
Elisha.  When our disappointments are not dealt with appropriately, it often results in anger and rage.  Here 
was Naaman, he was enraged, he was upset, he was wrought, mad because he did not receive exactly what he 
had expected to receive.  But how many know, God always sends who we need at the time we need.   
 
One of Naaman's servants (respectfully) came to him and said,  (Cooperized)  if he had told you hop on one 
foot and turn around ten times, jump off the highest cliff into the smallest pond, you would have done it 
believing you would be healed.  But because he gave you this simple request, this simple command, you 
thought it was too small for it to work.  I stopped by to tell somebody don't get discouraged about small 
lessons; don't get discouraged about small instructions.  God doesn't need to give great commands in order to 
do great things.  God keeps it simple.  Sometimes your healing comes in the simplest way.   
 
God does not have to have a great smorgasboard of things in order to perform a miracle in your life.  
Sometimes God just speaks a word and it comes to pass.  Here it is, Naaman after hearing his servant went 
and did exactly what the man of God initially told him to do. He went down to the Jordan River, dipped himself 
seven times, after the seventh time, his flesh was made clean. It wasn't about the Prophet; it wasn't about the 
river; it wasn't even about the seven times.  How many know, It was God all the time?    It was God.  It was 
because of his faith and obedience that God was able to unlock the miracle he had within all the time. 
 

GOD IS WAITING ON YOUR FAITH AND OBEDIENCE  
TO HIS WORD SO THAT HE CAN UNLOCK YOUR MIRACLE. 

 
God is waiting for your faith and obedience.  Whatever you need God to be in your life right now, know  

It was God all the time. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
It was God who made a way out of no way; It was God who woke you up this morning; it was God who started 
you on your way; it was God who brought you out; it was God who turned you around; it was God who put 
food on your table; it was God who put clothes on your back; it was God who put a roof over your head; It was 
God all the time; it was God who gave you peace of mind; it was God who rocked you to sleep last night; it was 
God who made a way out of no way.  It was God all the time! 
 
Yes, we thank God for our ministers, we thank Him for our Presiding Elders, We thank Him for our men and 
women of faith, we thank Him for our Bishops, But know that we are limited in the power that we have.  None 
of us has the power to heal.  God uses us to speak a word and God uses us to lay our hands on someone 
recovering, understanding that it is not us, but  - It Was God All The Time. 
 
Every accomplishment we have ever made, every blessing we have received, every miracle we received, it was 
only because of God. 
 
IT WAS GOD! 
 
Be Blessed, 
Pam Bolte 


