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Over the course of the past couple of months, I heard people conversing about, reminiscing about how life 
was prior to the Pandemic.  They commented, They commented on how they were, how we were without the 
restrictions that we endure today.  How we were free to come and go as we pleased.  And the million dollar 
question that's usually asked is, "will things ever return to normal?"   
 
I saw Dr. Fauci in an interview a couple of weeks ago.  You know Dr. Fauci, He had the face of information 
during the season of Pandemic.  It's interesting that when you see him today and compare his attitude today, 
to how it was at this time last year.  You see a stark difference.  Well, Well, there appears, it appears that a 
great weight or a great yoke has been lifted from around his neck, ever since the announcement went forward 
that Joe Biden would be the next President of the United States.  Dr. Fauci not holding back, he's speaking 
freely.  I see him laughing a little, but he even looks a few years younger ever since January 20th. He has a 
little bounce about him.  I heard a couple of weeks ago, he said in an interview, that he sees a pathway to 
normalcy this year; this year, however if we must continue to vaccinate people at least 1.5 million per day, we 
must continue to wear our masks, we must continue to wash our hands, we must continue to practice social 
distancing if we continue to do those things, he sees a pathway to normalcy this year.   
 
But, then I watched 60 Minutes this past Sunday and this past Sunday, the first segment of 60 Minutes, they 
dedicated to people who have lost loved ones to Covid 19.  They interviewed several families, one family, a 
husband and wife had four children, all of the children were between, I think the youngest was twelve or 
thirteen.  It was four children, three girls and one boy.  Then last year in 2020, they lost their father, the wife 
lost her husband and the husband was the primary income earner for the family.  They said somewhere 
between 80-90% of their household income was brought in by the husband and in one day their income was 
reduced by 80-90% and now the mother bears the responsibility to ensure that her family was taken care of.  
Having to pick up the mantle and now shift gears, enter into a new reality that she never experienced in her 
life.  And they asked the question, do you think things will ever go back to normal?  She replied, what is 
normal?    60 Minutes opens the segment with that and it closes the segment with another woman who had a 
boyfriend who had proposed to her on a cruise, then comes 2020.  They were preparing for their wedding, but 
in the spring her fiancé contracted Covid 19 and before the spring was over he had succumbed to the effects 
caused by Covid 19 virus and passed away.  She said she had to take the money that she was using to purchase 
flowers for the wedding, now she had to use that money that money to purchase flowers for her fiancé’s 
funeral; to take the money that she had deposited as a down payment for the venue, where the reception was 
to take place - use that money now to help with funeral expenses.  And they asked the question, Do you think 
life will ever get back to normal? And she answered what is normal?   
 
As we ponder that question, this morning, reflecting on a time before Covid 19, it seems like it's been so long 
ago.  It's only been eleven months - twelve months.  We've been talking about Covid 19, it seems like several 
years, but the million dollar question that keeps poppin' up is, will things ever get back to normal?  But, we ask 
this morning, what is normal?  As we look at the text, we find that the Children of Israel who had been taken 
captive by the Babylon Empire and the Babylonian Empire had fallen to the Persian Empire.   During this time, 
the Children of Israel were in exile in Persia/Babylon about fifty to fifty-five years.   
 
 



They found favor with the king of Persia.  He instructed them to go back and matter of fact, instructed some of 
them to go back and build, erect a temple in Jerusalem.  A person by the name of Zerubbabel had the 
expedition back to Jerusalem with instructions of erecting a second temple in Jerusalem.  But, we must 
remember how they ended up in Babylon in the first place.  We understand that God allowed Babylon to come 
into Jerusalem into Judah and to take the Children of Israel captive as a form of chastisement for disobedience 
and idolatry because they had lost their way; they had lost their way of worshipping God, praising God, 
walking with God, leaning on God, understanding, believing and looking to God as the source of their strength.  
They were lost, they lost their love and luster for God and as a chastisement, God allowed the enemy to come 
in and to move from their native land.   
 
If I could pause for a moment, we must understand that our disobedience always has consequences.  We must 
understand that even if God lets us slide for a few weeks, or a few months, or a few years, we must 
understand that our disobedience always has consequences.  And I learned to appreciate how to say thank 
you for those consequences.  For the Bible says God only chastens those whom He loves.  So if God never 
chastens you, Have Mercy on my soul. I learned to say thank you for God correcting me. 
 
I always wondered how it was we can forgive our parents or perhaps you didn't go through what I went 
through.  Have Mercy on my soul.  I was a rebellious child; I was a hard headed child..  My parents used to 
always tell me a hard head makes a soft behind.  And so I always wondered how it was I was able to forgive 
them, but I learned to say thank you for every spanking, thank you for every bruising; thank you for every 
correction.  I learned to say thank you because they only did it because they love me.   Oh, I can remember my 
Mom saying, "if I didn't love you I wouldn't care what you did, if I didn't love you I wouldn't care about what 
you wear, If I didn't love you, I wouldn't think of correcting you.  Ah, but, because I love you, I would rather die 
than to allow you to go get into trouble; I would rather die than to allow you to rot in jail".  Oh, I thank God.  
for correction; for God's chastisement; for God chastens those whom He loves.   
 
So God loved the Children of Israel, so much so that He allowed the enemy to come in and carry them away, 
into a foreign land, a strange land.  But now God's going to, Thank you Jesus.  The same God that brings you to 
it is the same God that's going to bring you through it.  Ah, don't you know that God only chastens us for a 
season, after God chastises us, don't you know God will always bless you. Your latter days will always be better 
than your former days.  Watch this, watch this, God worked this so that the enemy, not only gave them 
instruction to go back and erect a temple, not to the king but to the God of Israel, not only did He give them 
the instruction, He gave them the financial resources - He gave them financial resources to go back and build a 
temple.   
 
I stopped by to tell somebody when God works things out, you need to understand that God moves your 
enemy, God will bless you, God will make your enemy go into their pockets and purses.  Not only did God 
cause a king to send them back to erect a House of God, unto the true God of Israel, but He gave them 
financial resources, He gave them material resources to build a temple.  Even the haters went into their 
pockets to finance the building.  And so, they started erecting the temple.  They completed the foundation of 
the temple near where Solomon's was.  They laid the foundation for the temple financed by the enemy.  They 
laid the foundation, those who were born in Babylon, when they saw the foundation being erected, the Bible 
says, they started to shout, started to dance, because they were excited about the House of God being built.  
They were excited to have a place of worship God not in a strange land, but where they could worship God in 
the city of God; in that Holy City called Jerusalem.  The Bible says they started singing and dancing and 
shouting and rejoicing, Ah but the building wasn't even built, but they got excited when they saw the 
foundation.  Have Mercy on my soul!  Can we get excited about the House of God?  We don't just see the 
foundation, but we see the whole House!  Can we stand and praise God!  I wish I had a witness in the House 
who knows to be praising God for there is a House where we can praise, lift up our voices and give God some 
praise! 
 



They got excited, the doors weren't even in yet; no windows were in, the walls weren't in, but they got excited 
just looking at the foundation!   That was the people born in Babylon but there was another group who  wasn't 
born in Babylon, but they  were born in Jerusalem and they remembered what the temple looked like; they 
remembered what the foundation looked like  and they compared the  memories of the old foundation to the 
memories of the new foundation and there was no comparison and they looked at the material resources that 
they had, they looked good, but they were in no way in comparison to what David and Solomon put together;  
what they had gathered together for the erection of the House of God.  And so, this older group saw the 
foundation and instead of rejoicing, they started to weep because they remembered what it looked like 
before.    
 
Remembering how it was pre Covid 19.  They started thinking about it, they started remembering how it was, 
they started remembering when David said, “Let us go into the House of the Lord."  They remembered all of 
the cedar laid walls; they remembered the gold fixtures; they remembered the raised altar; they remembered 
the golden lamp stands; they remembered!  The new wasn't the same as before.  The new boys were 
rejoicing; the seniors were grieving.  They looked at this new foundation from two different perspectives.  
Saints of God, I stopped by to encourage you, I know there are some of you who ask this question, will things 
ever get back to the way they used to be?  Will we ever be able to go to the store without a mask like we used 
to; will we ever be able to fellowship with our families on Thanksgiving and Christmas like we used to; will we 
ever be able to go to the movies like we used to; will we ever be able to go out to eat like we used to; will we 
ever be able to come back into the House of God like we used to?  Well, I'm gettin' ready to close. 
 
If you ask the question, will we ever get back to normal, well the question is, WHAT IS NORMAL?  What are 
you calling normal?  What are you considering to be normal?  What is your normal?  Will we be able to come 
back into the House of God and assemble together, perhaps not; will we be able to come into the House and 
hug one another, perhaps not; will we be able to come back into this House and sit next to one another 
closely? Perhaps not. Ah, your saying, I want things to go back to normal.  Well, I stopped by to ask you in 
spirit,  WHAT IS NORMAL?   
 
You’re worried about how we are going to worship in God's House; well I remembered, gettin' ready to close, 
what Jesus said when He went to Samaria and saw the Samaritan woman and she said what are you doing 
talking to me?   Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.  And she said, we worship in the mountains, Jews 
worship in Jerusalem.  There is plenty of time, the now is, where doesn't matter.  When you worship, God is 
not looking for where you worship, but God is looking for those who worship in Spirit and Truth.  It's not about 
when you worship; it's about how you worship God.  God is so merciful, He's been in your heart, doesn't care 
what you're going through, He's so merciful, you need to understand, God is still on the throne and wanting to 
be praised!  I stopped by to ask the question.  WHAT IS NORMAL?  Normal for me is worshiping God in season 
and out of season; worshipping God when I feel good and when I don't feel good; worshipping God when I feel 
like it and when I don't feel like it; worshiping God when it's good and when it's bad.  What is my normal?  My 
normal is waking up every day and saying, THANK YOU, JESUS!   MY normal is worshipping God in Spirit and in 
Truth.  And if we never get back into this House and worship God, it's alright in my spirit, for God says, I'm 
looking for those who are worshipping me in Spirit and in Truth.   
 
Ah, what is your normal?  Are you a normal complainer?  Are you a normal worrier? Are you a person who 
always is depending on everything else?  God is looking for true worshippers.  That should be your role.  That 
should be your everyday normal.   Worshipping God in Spirit and in Truth.   Perhaps, it's time for us to redefine 
what your normal is.  
 
In the Name of Jesus. 
 
God's blessings St Paul, 
Pam Bolte 


